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UKRAINIAN DIASPORA IN CANADA:
METHODOLOGY AND PRACTICE OF RESEARCH

The aims of this paper are the estimation of demographic and socio-economic characteristics of the Ukrainian
diaspora in Canada, and the description of methodological problems arising in the process of its implementation.
Population censuses, which represent the entire population of Canada, including those of Ukrainian origin,
are considered as the most comprehensive, informative and reliable source of information on Ukrainians in
Canada. The paper shows that methodological problems are caused both by the specifics of the ethnic group
and by changes in census procedures. The article focuses on the changes in Canadian ethnic terminology in
early population censuses. It is noted that census statistics experienced a significant change in the definition of
ethnicity. Starting in 1986, the question on ethnicity includes descendants of mixed ethnic marriages; this makes
it impossible to compare numbers of Ukrainians in previous years. A map of the distribution of ethnic Ukrainians
was constructed based on data from the 2016 Canadian population census. The paper analyzes changes in the
age and sex structures of the population of Ukrainian origin and their language characteristics. Trends in the
number of persons of Ukrainian origin, who consider Ukrainian as their mother tongue, are assessed. We show
that the proportion of persons over 65 years of age with Ukrainian mother tongue is constantly increasing, while
the respective proportion of younger persons is decreasing. The number of Canadian Ukrainians who know
Ukrainian is decreasing. Their distribution by age groups has a clearly defined right-sided asymmetry, i.e., the top
of the curve is constantly shifting towards the older age groups. The article shows that the overwhelming majority
(90 % and more) of ethnic Ukrainians know and use English, while French is much less prevalent. The proportion
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of persons who know both official languages is increasing and this proportion among ethnic Ukrainians is similar to
the proportion for the whole population of Canada. The proportion of persons who do not speak any of the official
language is decreasing and is less than one percent. We show that Ukrainians have fairly good socio-economic
positions relative to the Canadian population as an ethnic group. For example, their position in the labor market
is in some cases more advantageous compared to the national average.

Keywords: Ukrainian diaspora, ethnicity, ethnic Ukrainians, single ethnic origin, multiple origin, descendants of
single ethnic marriages, descendants of multiple marriages, population censuses, age — sex pyramid, emigration,
waves of emigration.
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YKPATHCBHKA JIACTIOPA B KAHAI: METOJIOJIOTISI TA TPAKTUKA JOCIIIXKEHHS

Mema pobomu noaseana 6 oyiHIO8aHHI OeAKUX OeMOepADIUHUX MA COYIANbHO-EKOHOMIUMHUX XAPAKMEPUCMUK
YKpaincokoi diacnopu 6 Kanaodi, a maxoic okpecaenni memoodonoeivnux npooaem tioeo 30itichents. Buznauero,
Wo Hallbinbl KOMNAEKCHUM, IHQOPMAMUBHUM MA HAIUHUM Odcepeaom iHgopmauii € nepenucu HaceNeHH,
wo penpesenmyiome yce Haceaentsi Kanaou, 6 momy uucai — i ykpaincekoeo noxodcenus. llogedeno, ujo
Memodonoeiuni npobaemu cnpuduHeHi Sk cneyudikoro emuiyHoi epynu, maxK i 3MiHamu y nepenucHux npo-
epamax. flocaioxnceno 3miHU 6 KaHAOCLKIl emHIuHill mepMiHoa02ii, 30Kpema 6 PAHHIX Nepenucax HaceneHHs.
Axuyenmoesaro yeazy Ha momy, w0 y nepenucHiii cmamucmuyi i00yaace NPUHYUN0EA 3MIHA Ni0x00i8 w000 8u-
3HauenHs emHiunocmi: 1986 poky oas idenmugikayii Haw,aokie 3milaHux emHitHUX wWAt00i6 66e0eH0 NOHAMMS
MYAbMUEMHIYHOCMI, W0 NPU3800UNMb 00 HEKOPEKMHO020 NOPIGHAHHS OAHUX Y OUHAMIUL, 0COOAUBO Y KINbKICHOMY
eumipi. Ilobydosano cyuacHy kapmy po3cenenHs emHIYHUX YKPAaiHyie 3a OQHUMU OCIMAHHbO20 NEPenucy Hace-
senns Kanaou. [lpoananizoeano sminu 'y cmamego-gik08iti cmpykmypi HaceaeHHsl YKPAiHCbK020 NOXOONCEHHS,
docaidxceno oo mogui xapaxkmepucmuxu. Oyineno meHoeHyii wodo 3MIHU YUceabHOCMI 0Cib YKPaiHCbK020
NOX00MCEHHS, W0 88AIICAIOMb YKPATHCHKY MOBY PIOHO: 8UABAEHO, W0 NOCMITIHO 3pOCMAE 4acmka ocio cmapuie
65 pokie ma 3MeHUY€EmMbCs 4aACMKa MOAOOUUX NOKOAIHb, 3HUNCYEMBCS YUCEAbHICMb KAHAOCOKUX YKPAIHYIE,
AKI 3HAIOMb YKPATHCOKY MOBY: KPUBA PO3N00iny 3a GIKOGUMU ePYNAMU «NPOCIOAE» Ma MA€ YimKo UPANCEHY
NPABOCMOPOHHIO ACUMEMPIl0, 6ePULUHA KPUBOT NOCMILIHO 3MIUYEMbCS 8 COPOHY CMAPUUX KOHMUH2eHMIE.
Busnaueno, wjo nepesaxcro (90 % i 6invuie) emuiuni yKpainuyi 3Haroms ma 8UKOPUCMOBYIOMb AHRAIICHKY MOBY,
(hparuy3vka He € NOWUPEHOIO; 8 OUHAMIUT 3pOCIAE YACMKa MuUX, Xmo 3Hae oouosi oghiyiiini moéu Kanaou.
3’acosaro, wo pieeHb 3HAHHA 0QIUIIHUX MO8 ceped emHIYHUX YKPaiHyie 8i0nogidae cepeOHbOMy NOKA3HUKY
Hacenenns Kanaou. Yacmia mux, xmo He 3HA€E HCOOHOI OQIUILIHOI MOBU, CKOPOUYEMBCA MA CMAHOBUMb MEHULe
gidcomka. QOTpyHMOBAHO, WO YKPAIHUI K eMHIYHA 2pYyNna MAaroms Heno2ani coyianbHO-eKOHOMIUHI no3uyii
Ha ori Hacenenns Kanaou, cmanosuuje emuivHuX yKpainuie Ha pUHKY npayi € He ipuum, a MOJNCAUBO | 6U-
2IOHIWUM 3a cepedHE y KpaiHi.

Karouoei caoea: yxpaincoka diachopa, emuiunicms, emHiuni yKpainyi, MOHOeMHiuHe NOXOO0JCeHHS, MYyAbMU-
emHiuHe NoX00JCeHHs, HaWAaoKU 00HOeMHIYHUX WiA0i8, HAWAOKU 3MIWAHUX eMHIYHUX wiAo0ie, nepenucu
HaceneHHs, cmameso-6ikoea nipamioa, emiepayis, xeuni emiepayii.
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YKPAMHCKAA TUACITOPA B KAHAJE: METOAOJIOTUA U TTPAKTUKA NCCITEJOBAHUA

Llens pabomot cocmosina 6 oyeHUBaHUU HEKOMOPbIX 0eMOZPAPUHECKUX U COUUANHO-IKOHOMUMECKUX XapaKme-
pucmuk ykpaunckoi duacnopul 6 Kanade, a maioice 6 onpedenenuu memooonocuuecKux npooiem, 603HUKao-
wux 6 npoyecce e2o npogederusi. Onpedenero, ¥mo Haubdosee KOMIACKCHIM, UHGOPMAMUBHBIM U HAOCIHCHbIM
UCMOYHUKOM UHQOPMAUUY CAYICAm nepenucl HaceaeHus, npedcmaesasioujue ece nacesernue Kanaoot, 6 mom
yucae u yKpauHcKoeo npoucxoxcoenus. lokasarno, umo memooonoeuteckue npoonemvl 8bi36aHbl KAk cneyuguioi
SMHUUECKOU 2pYNNbl, MAK U USMEHEHUAMU 6 npoepammax nepenuceti. Hccaedosanvl usmeHenus 6 KAHAOCKOIl
SMHUHECKOU MEePMUHOAOUU, 8 YACMHOCMU 8 UMMUPAUUOHHOL CIMAMUCIUKE U PAHHUX NEPEeNUCIX HACeACHUS.
AKyenmupogano HUMAaHUe HA MOM, HINO 8 NEPENUCHOL CIMAMUCIUKE NPOU3OULI0 NPUHUUNUANLHOE USMEHEHUe
n00x0006 k onpedeaenuro smuuunocmu: 8 1986 20dy ons udenmuguxayuu nNOMOMKO8 CMEUIAHHbIX IMHUMECKUX
Opakoe 66ederHo noHsmMue MyAbMUIMHUMHOCU, YMO MOdcem ObimMb NPUHUHOLU HEKOPPEKMHO20 CPAGHEHUs.
danHbix 8 QuHaMuKe, 0CoOeHHO 8 KoauvecmeeHHom uzmepenuu. I1o dannsim nociedneil nepenucu HaceaeHus
Kanaoost nocmpoena kapma paccenenus smuuveckux ykpaunuyes. IIpoanaiusupoeamnvt usMeHeHus 6 noa0603-
PACMHOU CMPYKMYpe HACeNeHUsl YKPAUHCK020 NPOUCXONCOCHUsL, UCCAe008AHbL €20 SA3bIK08ble XAPaAKMEPUCMUKU.
Ouyenenvr meHOeHYUY U3MEHeHUsl YUCAeHHOCIU AUl YKPAUHCK020 NPOUCXONCOCHUs, CHUMAIOWUX YKPAUHCKULL
A3bIK POOHBIM: BbIABAEHO, YO NOCMOSHHO 803pacmaem 0045 Auy, cmapuie 65 Aem u CHUNCaemcst 0045 MAAOUUX
NOKOACHUI; CHUNCACMCSL HUCACHHOCMb KAHAOCKUX YKPAUHYE8, 3HAIOWUX YKPAUHCKULL A3bIK: KPUeas pacnpede-
JNeHUsi N0 B03PACMHBIM 2DYNNAM «HPOCe0aem» U umeen 4emko 8bipaiceHHy npagoCcmMopoOHHION ACUMMempPUr0,
6EPULLIHA KPUBOL NOCMOAHHO CMeUaemcs 8 CMOPOHY cmapuiux konmuneenmos. Iloxaszarno, umo 60abuuncmeo
(90 % u 601buUe) IMHUMECKUX YKPAUHUEE 3HACM U UCHOAb3Yem AHAULICKUL A3bIK, 4 DPAHUY3CKULL He pAChpPO-
CMpaHeH; yeeauuueaemcst 0045 AUy, 61a0eruux 08ymMsa ouyuatvHbimu azvikamu. OnpedeaeHo, ymo ypoeeHsb
3HAHUSA OQUUUANBHBIX A3bIKOE IMHUHECKUMU YKPAUHUAMU COUBMEPUM CO CPEOHUM NOKA3amenem HaceneHUs
Kanaowi 6 yeaom. Jloas auy, e 6raderowyux HU 00HUM 20CYO0apCmEeHHbIM S3bIKOM, 8 OUHAMUKE COKPAUaemcs U
cocmasnsiem meree 00Ho20 npoyerma. O60CHOBAHO, YMO YKPAUHYbL KAK SIMHUHECKAs 2PYNNA UMEIOm 0080AbHO
Henaoxoe couUanrbHO-3K0OHOMUYECKoe NoA0JIceHue Ha GoHe nacesenus Kanaovl, Ha puike mpyoa cocmosiHue
SMHUMECKUX YKPAUHUEE 6 Pside cay4uaes Doee 6bl200H0, Hem cpedHee 6 cmpate.

Karouegvle caosa: ykpaunckas ouacnopa, SMHUMHOCMb, SMHUMECKUE YKPAUHLbL, MOHOIMHUYECKOe NPOUC-
X0oIcOeHUe, MyAbMUIMHUYECKOe NPOUCXONCOCHUE, NOMOMKU 00HOIMHUHECKUX OPAK08, NOMOMKU CMEUAHHbIX
SMHUYECKUX OPAK08, NEPEnUCU HACeACHUS, NOA0BO3PACIHAS NUPAMUOA, IMULPAUUSL, BOAHbL OIMUSDAUUU.

Formulation of the problem. Studying the Ukrainian diaspora in Canada is of both scientific
and practical interest. During the years of emigration, Canadian Ukrainians have accumu-
lated a considerable amount of information about the first settlements of immigrants, their
geography, achievements and failed attempts to assimilate in this country, relations with the
Canadian government and indigenous populations. There is no shortage of data on cultural
and political life for different periods, social movements, and activities of religious and non-
governmental organizations. However, the most comprehensive, informative and reliable
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sources of information are population censuses that represent all of Canada’s population,
including those of Ukrainian descent. In order to use census data, one has to determine first
how to identify persons of Ukrainian descent. Identification criteria can be both direct (for
example, answering questions of ethnic origin) or indirect; which trait to use depends on the
purpose of the study and its objectives. There are some problems connected with this; the
article is dedicated to an attempt to solve them and evaluate the particular characteristics of
the Ukrainian diaspora.

Relevance of research. Canada is the country with the second largest diaspora of Ukrain-
ians; it is second only to Russia in terms of the number of Ukrainians living in the country.
Ukrainians have made a significant contribution to the economic, socio-cultural, and politi-
cal development of this country, and Canada is still quite attractive in terms of emigration.
Research conducted by Canadian Ukrainians and in Ukraine deals mainly with cultural and
historical heritage, and religious and political issues. However, there is a lack of comprehensive
research on the demographic and socio-economic aspects of life of Canadian Ukrainians,
and this makes the article relevant.

Analysis of recent studies and publications. A number of studies, both in Canada and
Ukraine, are devoted to the various aspects of life of the Canadian Ukrainians: issues of
assimilation, self-identification and adaptation in a multinational environment. Relations
between the state and ethnic minorities, including Ukrainians, are often raised and prob-
lems of the pioneer era are widely covered. Thus, the centennial history of the settlement
of Ukrainians, causes of emigration, social, cultural, political, religious life, relations of
Canadian Ukrainians with the Old Country are covered in the works of M. Borovyk [1], O.
Voitsenko [2], N. Dmytriv [3].

Many studies were conducted by members of the Shevchenko Canadian Scientific So-
ciety and were combined into three Western Canadian collections. In particular, the third
collection touched upon the problems of the Ukrainian language and literature, ethnographic,
educational, museum activities, and multiculturalism [4]. The works of T. Lupul are dedicated
to the main paradigm of the ethno-national development of the modern Canadian Federa-
tion, the impact of immigration on the transformation of its ethno-demographic composition
and the formation of the modern Canadian political nation [5].

Main aspects of the life of Ukrainians starting in 1891 are covered in the works of O.
Martynovych [6, 7]. Studies of the Canadian Ukrainian R. Petryshyn, which should be
highlighted separately, focus on the integration of Ukrainians into the Canadian society and
were conducted using population censuses data. His works also raises problems of ethnic
identification and comparability of data from different censuses [8, 9].

A statistical compendium, published under the general editorship of V. Darcovich and
P. Yuzyk [10], is arguably the most comprehensive work systematizing information based on
population census data, handling methodological issues of data usage for different periods.
It covers an 80-year period starting in 1891, when the first Ukrainian immigrants arrived in
Canada, to 1971. As for the subsequent period, there are currently no publications which
could serve as a comprehensive source of information, not only purely statistical but also
methodological.

The purpose of the article is to evaluate the specific demographic and socio-economic
characteristics of the Ukrainian diaspora in Canada, and to outline the methodological
problems of its implementation.

The scientific novelty of the article is distinguishing the problematic issues of methodo-
logical nature, which arise during the research into the persons of Ukrainian origin on the
basis of censuses of the Canadian population, and attempts to solve them.
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Research methods. To achieve the purpose of the article, a set of methods of research
and analysis of empirical data was used. In particular: a) historical method, for studying the
peculiarities of displaying persons of Ukrainian origin in the censuses and for substantiating
the choice of data of the early censuses of the Canadian population; b) comparative method,
for identifying similarities and differences in the results of population censuses, character-
istics by which the persons of Ukrainian descent can be distinguished and comparison of
individual characteristics with the general population of Canada; ¢) analytical method for
gathering, processing and systematizing statistical information of persons of Ukrainian origin;
d) graphic method, for illustrating the results of the research; e) abstract-logical method, for
making conclusions and propose further research.

Statement of the basic material of the research. Methodological problems of the research.
The primary task of studying any ethnic group in a country is to define two main aspects:
sources of information and the way of identifying members of the group. The study is based
on data of Canada’s population censuses during the 19212016 period, which is the most
complete and reliable source of information. However, when using census data, some meth-
odological problems arise, which are caused by both the specificity of the ethnic group and
changes in census procedures.

It is possible to identify representatives of different ethnic groups in censuses on the
basis of information about the country of origin or the ethnic group to which the persons
refer themselves (self-identification). For a long period ethnic Ukrainian lands were part of
different states, so immigrants were recorded in censuses (especially early ones) as immi-
grants from Poland, Austria and later the USSR, which makes it impossible to use country
of origin as an identifying feature.

As for the ethnic group, different names were used in the Canadian ethnic terminology
and in immigration statistics and population censuses in particular. Between the late 18th
century and the 1920s, terms like “Galicians”, “Bukovinians” and “Ruthenians” were used,
and only later the name “Ukrainians” became popular in wide circles of Canadian society. For
example, numbers in the “Galicians”, “Bukovinians” and “Ruthenians” categories decreased
substantially in the 1931 census, and only the name “Ukrainians” has been used since 1941,
which must be taken into account when using the data of the early censuses (Table 1).

A methodological problem in the construction of long time series is presented by the
fundamental change in the definition of ethnicity in Canadian censuses. The concept of
“single ethnicity” was used until 1981, according to which the ethnic group was defined by
the ethnic origin of the father. The concept of “multiple ethnicity” was introduced in 1986,

Table 1. Dynamics of the number of different categories in the Canadian population censuses
of 1901—1941, persons

Year of census Name of ethnic group Total
Galicians Bukovinians Ruthenians Ukrainians
1901 5682 - — - 5682
1911 35158 9960 29845 — 74963
1921 24456 1616 16788 63788 106648
1931 1772 182 4286 218873 225113
1941 — — — 305929 305929
Source: [10].
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Fig. 1. Dynamics of the number of ethnic Ukrainians - descendants of single ethnic
and mixed ethnic marriages, 1921-2016

Source: Statistics of Canada, Census Profile. URL: https://www12.statcan.gs/ca/census-recensement, [10].

which combines single and multiple (offspring of mixed ethnic marriages). By using only
single ethnicity to identify Ukrainians in 1986 and later, we may underestimate the number
of Ukrainians, as persons with a Ukrainian father may be now in the multiple ethnicity
category.

On the other hand, the multiethnic group of Ukrainians may include persons who pre-
viously indicated their belonging to another ethnicity. Thus, in estimating the total number
of persons of Ukrainian descent according to census data, it is possible to use the values up
to 1981 inclusive, while from 1986 onwards the numbers are not comparable. This is clearly
illustrated in Fig. 1.

Another methodological problem is the different presentation of data by the Statistics
Service of Canada in different censuses. For example, the 2006 census files, which are ac-
cessible to a wide range of users, do not contain data on Ukrainians who consider themselves
descendants of mixed ethnic marriages (multiple ethnicity), which complicates the construc-
tion and analysis of long time series.

The latest 2016 census data are only available as interactive spreadsheets on the Statistics
Canada website, which significantly narrows the scope of the research. In addition, the tables
show aggregated age groups, which makes it impossible to assess particular demographic
characteristics of ethnic groups.

Separate mention should be made of the 2011 census, which was conducted by a sim-
plified procedure. According to most researchers the quality of the data is rather poor and
therefore their usage for research, especially for comparisons, is questionable.

Thus, due to methodological inconsistencies, different time intervals have to be used
in the study of socio-demographic and socio-economic characteristics of Ukrainians as an
ethnic group, and access to the latest 2016 census data is significantly restricted for a wide
range of researchers.

As a whole, it should be noted that the results of the census of Canada, as well as the
analytical publications accessible on the official Statistics Canada website, contain relatively
little information about Canadian Ukrainians. At the same time, PUMF (Public Use Micro-
data Files) databases are available to the general public, allowing the exploration of different
characteristics of the population, including those of Ukrainian origin, at the individual,
household and household members levels.
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An Individuals PUMF file contains ethnicity data for individuals. In order to study the
extended characteristics of the households with persons of Ukrainian origin, the information
in the Individual file must be added to the household or family files, and this can be done
if the variable “the household code” is available. This variable is not available in the public
PUMEF files, making it impossible to do this kind of research.

Canadian census data in PUMF format provide extensive opportunities for research
into the Ukrainian diaspora, but unfortunately they are still little used.

Waves of immigration. Migration of Ukrainians to Canada can be divided into four waves.
The first wave covers the period from 1891, when the first Ukrainians came to Canada, to
1914. It occurred purely due to economic reasons. Main reasons were the inability to obtain
land for farming and improving the standard of living of peasant families, on the one hand,
and the willingness of the Government of Canada to provide for a nominal amount of $ 10
parcels of 160 acres in the steppe provinces, on the other. According to the 1921 census, 106.7
thousand people considered themselves ethnic Ukrainians [10]. The vast majority of them
settled in the three western provinces of Alberta, Manitoba and Saskatchewan.

The second wave of Ukrainian immigration, which combined economic and political
motives, took place during the interwar period and most of the immigrants were from Gali-
cia and Bukovina. Not only the rural provinces, but also the more industrialized east, the
provinces of Ontario and Quebec, became attractive to the immigrants.

The third wave was mainly political and lasted from around 1946 to 1954. According to
estimates [11, 12], 37,000 Ukrainians came to Canada during this period and nearly a third
of them settled in Ontario province.

The fourth wave began in 1988, when the departure from Ukraine became legal for
certain groups persecuted for religious beliefs (e.g. Jews and Protestants). The main reason
for emigration is economical and it is still ongoing. Ontario is also the most attractive prov-
ince for fourth-wave immigrants, and especially Toronto city. Figure 2 shows the changing
settlement patters of immigrants by province between 1921 and 2016.
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Contemporary map of ethnic Ukrainian settlements. According to the 2016 census, there
are 1,359,660 persons of Ukrainian ancestry in Canada; 273,625 of them are of single ethnic
origin and 1,086,035 are descendants of mixed ethnic marriages. Most Ukrainians live in
Six provinces.

Ontario with 376,440 persons (27.7 % of the total Ukrainian community) residing in
Toronto, London, Hamilton, Ottawa, Oshawa, Thunder Bay, Sudbury, Bradford.

Alberta with 369,095 persons (27.1 %), mainly in Edmonton, Calgary, Vegreville and
Lightbridge.

British Columbia with 229,205 persons (16.9 %), residing mostly in Victoria, Kelowna
and Vernon.

Manitoba with 180,055 persons (13.2 %) with most of them in Winnipeg;

Saskatchewan with 143,700 persons (10.6 %) in Saskatoon, Regina and Yorkton.

Quebec with 42,550 persons (3.13 %) and mostly in Montreal (Fig. 3).

Age-sex structure. The age-sex structure of the population of Ukrainian origin has un-
dergone significant changes. In 1931, and after 40 years of immigration, almost 70 percent
of Ukrainians were under 30 years of age, and in the older age groups the proportion of men
was higher than the proportion of women (Fig. 4). This age-sax structure was different from
that of the total Canadian population. In 2001, however, their age-sex is very similar to that
of all Canadians (Fig. 5).

Language assimilation and official languages. The descendants of the first two waves and
representatives of the third wave and their children are deeply integrated into the Canadian
society, and language assimilation is gradually taking place. Although up to 1961 the number
of persons who considered Ukrainian as their mother tongue was steadily increasing, the
1971 census shows, for the first time, a sharp decrease in their numbers: - 62,235 persons
or 22 percent (Fig. 6).
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Fig. 5. Age-sex pyramids of the Canadian population
and persons of Ukrainian origin, percent, 2001 (single and multiethnic)

Source: Statistics Canada. Census Profile. URL: https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement.

If we include all persons who indicated Ukrainian single or multiple ethnic origin in
censuses between 1986 and 2006, the downward trend of the number of persons who consider
Ukrainian as their mother tongue persists and is clear-cut. Compared to 1981, the number
of persons of Ukrainian origin increased by 1.8 times in 1986, due to the introduction of
the question about multiethnic origin, while at the same time the number of persons who
considered Ukrainian as their mother tongue decreased by 7,200. As expected, the propor-
tion of people over 65 years of age was steadily increasing, while the proportion of younger
persons was decreasing. According to data for 2006, almost half of those who considered
Ukrainian as their mother tongue were 65 years of age or older.

The number of Canadian Ukrainians, who know Ukrainian, is constantly decreasing.
The distribution curve by age groups “subsides” and has a clearly right-handed asymmetry,
and the top of the curve is constantly shifting towards the older cohorts (Fig. 7).
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Fig. 6. Number of persons who considered Ukrainian as their mother tongue by age groups *

* Data of 1931—1981: descendants of single ethnic marriages, of 1986—2006: single ethnic and mixed ethnic marriages.
Source: Statistics Canada. Census Profile. URL: https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement, [10].
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Fig. 7. Number of persons of Ukrainian origin who know Ukrainian, by age group
(single and multiple ethnicity)

Source: Statistics Canada. Census Profile. URL: https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement.

The number of Canadian Ukrainians who can speak Ukrainian and consider it their
mother tongue, and especially those who use it at home, will obviously decrease in the
future, provided that migration trends remain constant and the Canadian government’s
migration policy remains unchanged. These trends are not desirable from the point of view
of preserving national identity, culture and customs and opportunities to pass them on to the
next generations, but they are natural processes for any migration group and it is practically
impossible to influence them.

The use of English or French as a language of communication is also widespread among
newcomers, driven by the desire to adapt as soon as possible to the new linguistic and social
environment, since the success of the assimilation process depends largely on the knowledge
of the official languages. The vast majority (90% or more) of ethnic Ukrainians know and use
English, while French is not common. Comparing the figures of 2006 and 1971, the number
of those who know both official languages of Canada doubled, and the proportion of those
who do not know any language has decreased from two to 0.4 percent (Fig. 8).
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Source: Statistics Canada. Census Profile. URL: https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement.

Knowledge of both official languages offers greater opportunities for ethnic Ukrainians
to choose their place of residence and employment. A number of posts in the civil service
require knowledge of both English and French, although in 2006 only 17 % of the population
of Canada was bilingual [13]. At the same time, 55 % of bilingual Canadians live in French-
speaking Quebec; and in the rest of Canada bilinguals make up only 10 % of the population.
Consequently, ethnic Ukrainians are not very different from all Canadians in terms of their
knowledge of both official languages.

In terms of educational attainment, according to 2006 data, 25.8 percent of Ukrain-
ians aged 25 years or more did not have a higher education, compared to an average of 20.7
percent for the Canadian population. At the same time, 2.3 percent of ethnic Ukrainians
have a university degree higher than bachelor, while the respective percentage for the total
Canadian population is 2.1 percent. To name a specific example, 0.8 percent of Canadian
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Ukrainians have degrees in medicine, veterinary and ophthalmology, compared to 0.5 percent
for the total population [14].

The situation on the labor market. A comparison of the distribution by occupation shows
that Ukrainians as an ethnic group occupy good positions in relation to the total Canadian
population. Thus, their proportion of managers, including top managers is 10.7 percent,
compared to a national average of 9.3 percent. Respective percentages for professionals are
17.1 and 16.1, and 5.8 and 3.8 percent for supervisors (Fig. 9).

The proportion of low skilled and unskilled workers, on the other hand, is lower among
Ukrainians than the total population, 19 and 23 percent, respectively. Percentages for of-
fice and support staff are very similar, with 20 and 21 percent. Thus, the position of ethnic
Ukrainians in the labor market is somewhat better than the national average. At the same
time, it should be noted that recent immigrants from other countries make up a significant
proportion of the total Canadian population, while the relative size of Ukrainians has di-
minished. These recent immigrants are rarely engaged in highly skilled jobs, and thus their
proportion in this or that population group affects group-wide indicators.

Prospects for further research. This study is just a first step of a comprehensive research
into the situation of Ukrainians as an ethnic group in Canada based on census data and
migration statistics. Insufficient elaboration of this topic, on the one hand, and the interest
in the life of the Ukrainian community in Canada, on the other, outline the prospects for
further research. Only some characteristics of ethnic Ukrainians are analyzed in this paper,
while the available data base allows one to study in more detail the socio-economic status
and other characteristics of Ukrainians. Using migration statistics one can analyze different
characteristics of immigrants by period of arrival, like their age-sex structure, professional
and educational status, etc. Of special interest is the last, or fourth, wave of immigration.

Systematic studies of Ukrainians in other countries are a necessity both for Ukrainian
communities in these countries and for Ukraine itself. Communities abroad need objective
data for their internal needs and for more reliable interaction with the governments of these
countries with regards to Ukraine. The Government of Ukraine requires accurate informa-
tion on persons of Ukrainian descent in other countries for at least two purposes: a) to have
detailed and precise information on the diaspora as a basis for a comprehensive diaspora
policy; b) to provide various types of assistance and services [15]. Such studies can also answer
important questions in the social science ethnic literature like: which model better describes
the Ukrainian experience of integration into Canadian society, what are their further pros-
pects for immigration, what areas of the country are attractive for settlement, what niches
in the Canadian labor market they may occupy and many other issues that are interesting
and useful to both a narrow range of researchers and the general public.
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